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that this idea took its rise from convenience, for, during the   period   in   question,   there   is   little   agricultural labour to be done;  and, as the crops  also have been harvested, money is in hand for the expenses that must be   incurred.     At   the   time   fixed   upon,   the   bride's father has his house cleaned up and decorated, and a pandal, or large open booth, is erected in front and at the back of the house to accommodate the guests and friends.   Permission must be obtained from the authorities  to  erect  these  pandals,  and a tax is levied for the permission.    The bridegroom's father sets out from his abode to go to that of the bride.    He takes with him the bridegroom, a great part of his household, his own purohita and  other friends.   It is made a great holiday and these visitors always have a band of musicians with them to cheer them on the journey.    On approaching the home of the   bride,  the party  array themselves in  their best   finery,  the band   strikes up and all await the  coming   out  to meet  them of the bride's   parents   and   friends.     Before   going   out   to meet the party, the bride's father,  if the parties are Brahmins, proceeds to the north-east of the village in search of some earth from the hillocks made by white ants.    This  he  takes  home  and,   having prepared  a space in the room where the chief marriage ceremony is   to   be   performed, he   fills   five   earthen   or  metal vessels-with it and places them in a row.   In these vessels  he  plants  nine  different  kinds  of grain,   and sprinkles   them   with   milk   and   water,   repeating   a mantram.    The   grain   thus   treated   quickly   sprouts during the days of the ceremonies.   Five of the gods are invoked and requested to be present as witnesses at the ceremony; namely Indra  (the god of storms), Varuna  (the god of the waters), Chandra (the moon),. Yarna (the god of death), and Brahma.   This ceremony is confined to Brahmins.   The saying of the mantram is a necessary part of the proceedings.